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POOR OLD UNCLE SAM

Some years ago when the city put in the cluster lights
along State and Court streets, the Postal Department
made a contract with the electrie light company under the
terms of which four cluster lights were put in on the
postoffice grounds and the department agreed to purchase
lights for them for a peviod of five years at the end of
which time the elusters and posts became the property of
the government and under the charge, of course, of the
department,

This contracet ran out some time ago and the depart-
ment refused to longer pay for the lights so the postoffice
yards are now, after the sun goes down, and unless the
maoon is shining, as dark as the ways of a government
official.

The city pays for the lights around the bloek owned by

Unele Sam, he being the only privileged character in the
eity and getting his lights free. . In spite of this some in-
spector with less brains than salavy eame up this way,
saw that the government was being robbed by the city of
Salem and the light company, and having reported the
infamous proceeding this expense was cut off.

Of course Unele Sam is poor and needs all the money
he can gather in to pay salavies to useless officials, and

eannot afford to pay eleetrie light bills. So the postoffice

glim was doused and $11 a month saved for the salary
grabbers,

It is pleagant to know that in some American bhosoms
there still remains a deep and abiding patriotism that
looks alter the country’s atfaivs and prevents it going into
bankruptey. Still one cannot  help  but
Capital City of the state that pays for the lights all
around the government’s property would not be asking
too much in requesting it to shed a few rays across the
gloom of the postoffice block, and pay for the same.

THE CANAL NOT A FAILURE

Our national pride in the Panama canal received a
severe jolt when in the hevdey of its first suecess, it was
blocked by a slide in the Gaillard eut, The prolonged in-
terruption of traffic has raised doubts ag to whether,
after all, the big diteh is not a failuve.

These doubts, however, ought to be dispelled by the
report of the committee appointed from the National
Academy of Sciences;, by President Wilson, to make o
thorough investigation of the problems. The scientists
announce that, although othey slides are likely at inter-
rals, for some vears, nothing so bad as the last slide need
be expected.

“After the present diffieulties have been overconme
navigation through the canal is not likely agam to be
seriously interrupted, There it absolately no justification
for the statement that traffic will vepeatedly be inter-
rupted during long periods for years to come. The canal
will serve the gregt purpose for which it was constructed,
and the vealization of that purpose in the near future is
assured.”

Senator Lewis intvoduced a resolution yesterday de-
nouncing a1l Mexican aid to Villa as treason. He aske.l
that those helping Villa be prosecuted ag traitors, This
is a bright ides. It would be mueh better to bring the
Villistag into court and tey them by jury. than to fight
them, The senator though, to simplify the situation,
ghould introduce another resolution compelling Villa to
surrender, Otherwise his fivst “Re it vesolved,” will be
ugeless,

Tex Rickard, who staged the fight tonight, is a (ar
better champion than either of the men who stand up and
slug each other. Willard gets 347,600 as his shave and
Moran $2:1,750. The total expense is estimated at $101,000
and the total rveceipts at $150,000, This leaves the man
who does none of the
the champion himself, However this is the way of the
would: it is the man at the head of things that rakes in
the coin, and not the fellow who does the work.
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AN UNFORTUNATE WIZARD

Nikola Tesla, the electrieal wizard whose digcoveries
and inventions have added so mueh to the advancement
of civilization, is in distress. In a formal statement made
to the corporation counsel of New York, he confesses
that he cannot pay his personal taxes; that he lives on the
 tolerance of his ereditors; that “his hotel bill has not been
paid for several years” He hasn't any assets worth

] "'l['l'ltiﬂning. He used to own nine-tenths ol the stock in | Now first ot nil wimt wre we 1oty

the Njkola Tesla Company, he says, but hocked it to get
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200 in number, have been made over to the company. The
inventor says that nobody owes him money, while he owes

scores of people. He has no money in the bank; he has northwest end of the bridge o uth !

no horses, no antomobiles, no jewelry—nothing.

| This is a pitiful predicament for a great genius to he
in. And his plight is something which seciety as a whole
'should be ashamed of.
|no business ability. His scientific genius alone is a sufficient
gift for any man to bring society.
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With proper arrangement of the work of mankind,| Atiention. farmier! Wo will wor s
such a highly specialized talent as Tesla’s would be kept |/ vl , v
from all worry about income or business matters and left | commadities, perspnul intereourse, (e

alone to do its big work. Inasmuch as society isn’t organ-
ized on any such sensible system, why doesn’t some rich
husiness man with a turn for philantrophy endow and
manage Tesla?

While some zealous patriots have been so bitter in de-
nouncing President Wilson for his slowness in chastising
the Mexicans on aceount of Villa's aets, it might he well
to recall the fact that we at one time acted as badly to-
ward Mexico as Mexico has toward us. Along in the
708, Cochise, an Apache chief made raid after raid across
the border into Mexico murdering and robbing, and when
pursued fleeing back into the United States where he was
safe from Mexiean pursuit and also from trouble with
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this government. Mexico stood for it because she was the by autsiders anl as for the snte imi

weaker and had to, and not because she was pleased with

lit. After Cochise went the way all bad Indians go. it was
not long until his noted suceessor, Geronimo followed the
same tactics, and kept at it for years, and finally when he
tived of the game he made his own terms with the gov-
ernment and was never punished. It makes consideruble
difference whose ox is being gored,

The Oregonian yesterday in defending Mr, Pittock
against an attack from the ex-Governor West and pub-
lished in the Oregon Journal said some real unkind things
about the late governor, The Oregonian should be
ashamed of itself. The governor was, given a parole by
the people and the big paper should give him a chanee to
make good,

A Junior Lieutenant on the U, S. S, eruiser Saratoga
which had just returned from six years' duty en a China
station, committed suicide in his quarters on the vessel
Friday. His commander said he was horrified at the act,
that he “saw the lieutenant the day béfore and he ap-
peared in his usual gplendid spivits. He was not maryied.”

“Tis sweet for brethren to dwell together in unity.”

Witness the gladsomeness of life down in Portland shaved ny

by the Oregonian and the Ovegon Journal.
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of despair, that, spite of our efforts, we'll land at

the dump. There ave things without num- .,
ber demanding our mon, the high cost of 1 »

living iz surely a fright; but let us can care
when the week's work is done, say “Shoo!”
to our troubles, on Saturday night. 1f
neighbors come over to gossip a while, don't
let them refer to the wolfl at the door; don't
let them exhibit spring samples. of bile, or
sprinkle sad tears, by the quart, on the
Hoor, Just tell them you've willing, at most

ish delight, to jump on the plutes and their
various crimes, but peace is your portion on Saturday
night. Unhappy the man who must carry his grouch
away from the shop or the office or mart; who takes it

hig bitter old heart. Unhappy the man who must worry
and fume when the week's work is done, and his pipe is
alight, who cannot say “Shoo!” to the phantom of gloom,
when he sits in his rocker on Saturday night!
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Six months round trip tickets on
sale from prineipal Northwest
cities to Los Angeles, Pasadena,
Orange Empire, Long Beach and Santa

from Salem

Jarbara. Stopovers allowed at all
points enroute,
Panama California exposition

open all the year at San Diego.
Exhibits from all principal coun-
tries of the world, :
See Southern California by electrie cars
of the Paeific Eleetric Railway.
“Orange Empire,” “Balloon Route,”
“Old Missions,”" “Triangle,” and “Mt,
Lowe" trolley trips.
Ak your local ngeiit or write Jolin M. Scott, General
Passenger Agent, Portland, Oregon,

0 good fanm seenrity, & per cent.
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